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On March 18, the International Development Association, a World Bank affiliate, announced
approval of a $21 million concessionary loan for Bolivia to support an agricultural technology
development project. The main objectives of the program are to improve general efficiency of
agricultural research and extension services, and to provide direct support for application of modern
techniques in the Bolivian highlands. About 80% of the nation's population resides in the highlands,
characterized by low agricultural productivity and widespread poverty. The seven-year project will
cost a total $29.8 million. The Swiss government is contributing $3.5 million. IDA loan terms are 40
years, 10-year grace period, zero interest rate, and a 0.75% annual surcharge on the disbursed loan
amount. (Basic data from AFP, 03/18/91)
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